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in reality Brahman, so that here again many things predicated of him may in the end be referred to Brahman, the Supreme Being, in its non-phenomenal character.
This amphiboly of thought and expression has found its final expression in the two schools which for many centuries have claimed to be the true representatives of the Vedanta, that of /Sankara and that of Rama-nu#a. I have generally followed the guidance of $ankara, as he seems to me to carry the Vedanta doctrine to the highest point, but I feel bound to say that Professor Thibaut has proved that Ramanu(/a is on many points the more faithful interpreter of the Vedanta-sfttras. $ankara is the more philosophical head, while Ramanu(/a has become the successful founder of one of the most popular religious sects, chiefly3 it seems, because he did not carry the Vedanta to its last consequences, and because he managed to reconcile his more metaphysical speculations with the religious worship of certain popular deities, which he was ready to accept as symbolical representations of the Universal Godhead. Nor was Rama-nu#a a mere dissentient from Sankara. He claimed for his interpretation of the Vedanta the authority of philosophers more ancient even than $ankara, and, of course, the authority of the Vedanta-sutras themselves, if only rightly understood. Ramanugu's followers do not possess now, so far as I know, manuscripts of any of these more ancient commentaries, but there is no reason to doubt that Bodhayana and other philosophers to whom Ramanu^a appeals, were real characters and in their time influential teachers of the Vedanta.